The Legi's'lature’s Supplement

REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE
AS REQUIRED BY
FY 1999/00 BUDGET ACT SUPPLEMENTAL LANGUAGE

PRELIMINARY REPORT
CORE REGULATORY PROGRAMS’ NEEDS ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION

al Report Language to the FY 1999/2000 Budget Act directed the

State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to report to the Legislature on a baseline needs

analysis for the core regulatory programs (the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System

[NPDES], Chapter 15, Non-Chapter 15, and Storm Water programs). The needs analysis is to
“reflect current program respousibilities under state and federal law and the major threats to
water quality needing to be addressed in light of existing water quality conditions. The analysis
shall include, but not be limited to, an assessment of needs for a cost-effective compliance
assurance and enforcement program {hat serves to maximize compliance with clean water

> The Supplemental Report Language directed the SWRCB to report to the

requirements.’
rt by April 1, 2000 and a final report by

Legislature on the needs analysis in a preliminary repo
January 1, 2001.

SB 390 (Chapter 686, Statutes of 1999) reinforced the Legislature’s directive to provide reports
on the baseline needs assessment. This legislation further directed the SWRCB to consider the
overall cost of the program and determine the adequacy of fees currently collected and expended
under Water Code Section 13260. The final report is to include the review of fees.

This preliminary report describes the status of the SWRCB and the Regional Water Quality
Control Boards’ (RWQCB) efforts to respond to the Supplemental Budget Act direction. The
report presents background relating to the programs involved and their funding history, the work
done to-date to provide an analysis of need and the process for completing the remaining steps of

the evaluation.

BACKGROUND

The SWRCB and RWQCBs (Boards) have the responsibility and authority for protecting the
quality of the State’s waters, including surface water and groundwater. Water quality may be
affected by a variety of sources of waste, but waste sources are generally categorized as point
source or nonpoint source. Point source discharges are generally described as planned, easily-
identified “end-of-pipe” waste discharges from man-made conveyance systems (¢.g. publicly
owned treatment works) while nonpoint source discharges result from more diffuse sources such
as agriculture, forestry, etc. The focus of the first water quality protection actions under the
Federal Clean Water Act and the State’s Porter-Cologne Water Quality Act were point sources,
as they were (he most serious and the most easily identified and controlled. The Boards’ core
regulatory programs were established to deal with these discharges.
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